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Adler, C. S. Roadside Valentine. Macmillan, 1983. 83-9394. ISBN 0-02-700350-7. 185p. $9.95.
Jamie has two big problems. One is that his father, a busy and taciturn doctor,
R doesn't communicate with him, doesn't seem to trust him, and can't ever forget that
6-9 after Jamie's mother had walked out the boy had turned first to drugs and then to
alcohol. That's in the past but Dad doesn't let Jamie forget it. The other problem is
Louisa, the girl Jamie loves; she's in love with someone else, and when Jamie carves
a roadside valentine of snow, it precipitates a quarrel between Louisa and her swain.
Dad and Jamie fight, Jamie moves out, there's a reconciliation. The ending doesn't
seem saccharine at all; Louisa, desperate because Jamie has ignored the signals she's
given, rivals his valentine; she takes out a newspaper ad, "Louisa loves Jamie." It is
the smooth style, strong characterization, and perceptive depiction of relationships
that enlist the reader's sympathy to such an extent that the sweet ending doesn't
seem sugary.
D.V. Father-son relations
Aliki. Use Your Head, Dear; written and illus. by Aliki. Greenwillow, 1983. 82-11911. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-688-01811-4; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-01812-2. 44p. Trade ed. $8.50;
Library ed. $7.63.
The characters are alligators, the forgetful hero a well-meaning youngster who puts
Ad spaghetti in his little sister's hair when asked to help, who happily does everything
3-5 wrong when he enters kindergarten, and who falls asleep in the tub instead of his bed.
yrs. His mother knows he'll get over it, but she's defeated and exhausted. When Charles
has a birthday party, all his gifts are objects that will help him remember: a watch, a
compass, sunglasses ("Now I won't get lost in the dark") and a book, easily identifi-
able as the one to which this is a sequel. The illustrations are breezy and funny, the
humor of the situation is of the right kind to appeal to preschool children, and the
style is adequate; the plot is a bit silly and has a rather inconclusive ending.
Andersen, Hans Christian. The Princess and the Pea; ad. and illus. by Dick Gackenbach.
Macmillan, 1983. 82-17954. ISBN 0-02-735800-3. 29p. $9.95.
Humorous drawings, line and wash, illustrate a simplified version of Andersen's
Ad story. Here the prince who searches for a perfect mate has come home after making
K-2 the rounds of castles and finding fault with each princess. Taking refuge from the rain,
a bedraggled little princess is invited to spend the night; she passes the crucial test (a
pea under a stack of mattresses) by claiming she hasn't slept a wink. Since he already
has found her compatible, the prince weds her and they live happily ever after. Since
the original is short and succinct, and has better writing style, there seems no reason
to substitute this version save for the fact that both the text and illustration have a
broadened humor (instead of "There was always something which was not quite right
about them," this expands on the grossness of one and the nastiness or silliness of
another candidate) that may appeal to the read-aloud audience.
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Anderson, Madelyn Klein. Greenland: Island at the Top of the World; illus. with photographs
and maps. Dodd, 1983. 82-46003. ISBN 0-396-08139-8. 127p. $10.95.
Most of the world's largest island is covered by a deep cap of ice, and Greenland's
R terrain and climate have shaped its history from the first Viking settlements to today,
6-9 when its strategic location also influences what happens to and on the island. Ander-
son does a good job of integrating facts about explorers, missionaries, political
supervision, and natural resources into a book that gives a good picture of both the
past and present, describing economic, educational, and cultural facets of contempo-
rary Greenlandic society. A bibliography is included; maps and an index extend the
text.
Arnold, Caroline. Pets Without Homes; photographs by Richard Hewett. Houghton/Clarion,
1983. 83-2106. ISBN 0-89919-191-6. 48p. $10.95.
Photographs of good quality illustrate a text written with direct simplicity, one that
R should appeal to the read-aloud audience as well as independent readers. The book
2-3 focuses on one puppy picked up by a police officer whose job includes work for the
city's animal shelter, enforcement of municipal laws about animals, and giving talks
at schools. The pictures should appeal to readers, since the animals are engaging, and
the text gives, by example and precept, information about how to take good care of
pets.
D.V. Pets, care of
Ballard, Robert D. Exploring Our Living Planet. National Geographic, 1983. 83-2336. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-87044-459-X; Library ed. ISBN 0-87044-397-6. 366p. illus. with photo-
graphs. Trade ed. $19.50; Library ed. $23.95.
An oversize book about the knowledge gleaned from earth sciences is comprehen-
R sive, lavishly illustrated with color photographs (many that are stunningly handsome)
7- and diagrams. The massive book describes the beginning of the planet Earth accord-
ing to current theory, and discusses the changes in the earth's surface (visible or
underseas) and the causes for those changes. The text explains not only how such
phenomena as continental drift and sea floor spreading occur, but also the work of
scientists whose theories and research have given us knowledge of how mountains
rise, why earthquakes occur and volcanoes erupt, and what goes on under the
seemingly solid crust of land. Capably written and comprehensive, the book closes
with some conjecture about what may happen in the future and about what questions
remain unanswered as yet. A glossary and an index are appended.
C.U. Science
Bang, Molly. Dawn; written and illus. by Molly Bang. Morrow, 1983. 83-886. Trade ed. ISBN
0-688-02400-9; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02404-1. 32p. Trade ed. $10.00; Library ed.
$9.12.
A widowed shipbuilder tells his daughter Dawn the story of her mother, who died
R because he had insisted that she weave for a customer some sails of the same quality
2-4 as the "Wings of Steel" she'd made for their own boat. Forbidden to enter the room,
the man disobeyed and found a Canada goose (he had saved the life of one before the
woman who became his wife appeared) but lost her when a flock of geese flew in and
carried her away. Bang's story is a variant of a traditional folk theme, the animal-
mate who resumes his or her original shape; the author has made a touching and
effective tale of this, and has illustrated it handsomely with, alternately, delicately
detailed framed paintings or soft black and white pictures; each page faces a page of
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calligraphy. The story ends with young Dawn setting off to find her mother and
saying, "We'll be back in the spring, when the geese come north again." The addi-
tion of a child to the story, and the open ending, add little dignity to the tale, but it is
possible that having a child character may be appealing to young readers.
Beatty, Patricia. Melinda Takes a Hand. Morrow, 1983. 83-7971. ISBN 0-688-02422-X. 189p.
$9.50.
Melinda, the narrator, is thirteen and excited about accompanying her older sister
Ad Sarah Jane to California, where Sarah Jane is to marry Edgar, whom she'd met at the
4-6 Columbian Exposition of 1893. They stop off in a small Colorado town to meet
Edgar's parents, and there Sarah Jane receives a letter from her fiance that so enrages
her with its talk of how lonely she is, that she breaks the engagement. (Most readers
will realize from the context that Edgar meant "lovely," althought none of the
characters in the story, including his parents, can decipher his poor writing.) The
sisters stay in town, Sarah Jane taking a job and Melinda being well-meaning but
officious with her new friends. The one substantial portion of the story, save for the
inevitable reunion of the lovers, is that Melinda tries to help a Jewish family in their
hopes of getting a group large enough to properly conduct prayer services. Most of
the story is filler-lighthearted, mildly amusing, intended in part to give details of the
period and the locale.
D.V. Interreligious understanding
Bethancourt, T. Ernesto. T.H.U.M.B.B. Holiday House, 1983. 83-6119. ISBN 0-8234-0494-3.
153p. $10.95.
In a sequel to New York City, Too Far from Tampa Blues, (reviewed in the July,
R 1975 issue) Tom and Aurelio, the inseparable pair who cut a record, are now reduced
6-9 to playing in a local tavern and marching in the school band. Dissatisfied with the
band's performance, they form their own: The Hippest Underground Marching Band
in Brooklyn, and when the school band is due to march in the big St. Patrick's Day
parade, they knock the undesirables (and the band director) out with milk of mag-
nesia, and take over, with the tough guys they've brought in playing fife, with the
uniforms they've had made, with a rocking rhythm that stirs the crowd and puts them
on national television. This is rollicking, funny, at times rough in speech patterns, but
the poor grammar and street language are natural for the setting, and the overriding
impression is of a warm friendship, a sense of community, and an achievement (not
probable, but possible) against odds.
D.V. Friendship values; Resourcefulness
Brooks, Polly Schoyer. Queen Eleanor: Independent Spirit of the Medieval World. Lippin-
cott, 1983. 82-48776. Trade ed. ISBN 0-397-31994-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-397-31995-9.
160p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
This is a full, candid, and vivacious biography of Eleanor of Aquitaine, first Queen
R of France and then Queen of England, that forceful and reputedly beautiful woman
7- who rode with her husband on a Crusade to fight for Jerusalem, who was a patroness
of the performing arts, who raised a king's ransom for her imprisoned son, Richard
the Lion Heart. It is also a vivid picture of the twelfth century and especially of the
intrigue and counter-intrigue among the royalty and the nobility of England and
France. Well-researched, this is as colorful as it is informative. A chronological
chart, a bibliography, and an index are provided.
C.U. History-England; History-France
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Bunting, Eve. Karen Kepplewhite is the World's Best Kisser. Houghton/Clarion, 1983. 83-
2066. ISBN 0-89919-182-7. 87p. $9.95.
Looking forward to her thirteenth birthday party, Karen is convinced by her friend
Ad Janet that they can be popular and get the attention of the boys they prefer if they
5-7 learn the art of kissing-from a book. The party has its disastrous moments, but Karen
is thrilled when the boy she likes asks her to play tennis-but not because of her
prowess at kissing, he just likes her. This is particularly gratifying because she's
invited a stunning newcomer to her party, and has feared that pretty Star would get
the attention of all the boys. A slight story, mildly funny, better in writing style than
in plot, this seems not unrealistic but rather overextended.
D.V. Age-mate relations; Boy-girl relations
Carlson, Nola. A New Face in the Mirror. Berkley, 1983. ISBN 0-441-57122-0. 166p. $1.95.
Jealous of her pretty, popular sister Louise, Josie takes refuge in being in-
NR dependent, a good student, an athlete, a competent mechanic, all the things that
7-9 Louise isn't. Josie's sixteen, and her sterling qualities attract the attention, and then
the affection of two of the handsomest boys (one has an "exquisite profile," both are
sought-after) and realizes that she returns the affection of one of them. This has a
predictable plot, stock characters, and an abysmal writing style replete with trite
phrases and warped syntax.
Cazet, Denys. You Make the Angels Cry; written and illus. by Denys Cazet. Bradbury, 1983.
82-9581. ISBN 0-02-717830-7. 26p. $12.95.
An amusing and ingenuous story has warmth and gentle humor, qualities reflected
R in the watercolor pictures of a small rabbit and his mother. Finding her child with a
3-5 broken cookie jar, Mom is exasperated. "You make the angels cry." Albert plods
yrs. through the rain to a hilltop, earnestly explains to the angels that a window blew open
and knocked the jar over, and comes home when the rain stops to explain where he's
been. Mom hugs him and says, "You make the sun shine." "I know," says Albert.
D.V. Mother-child relations
Claypool, Jane. Food Trips and Traps: Coping with Eating Disorders; by Jane Claypool and
Cheryl Diane Nelsen. Watts, 1983. 83-3675. ISBN 0-531-04664-8. 84p. $8.90.
A first chapter describes three eating disorders: anorexia nervosa, bulimia, and
Ad compulsive eating, and discusses the probable reasons why most victims are female.
7-9 In the other six chapters, the text focuses on each illness and then the causes and
cures. This is more repetitive and not as well written as Elaine Landau's Why Are
They Starving Themselves? Understanding Anorexia Nervosa and Bulimia, but does
add facts about compulsive eating. A divided bibliography and an index are provided.
C.U. Health and hygiene
Dank, Gloria Rand. The Forest of App. Greenwillow, 1983. 83-1627. ISBN 0-688-02315-0.
163p. $9.50.
In the forest of App, hidden from dwellers of nearby villages, the witch-child
Ad Twelve, the dwarf Stout, and the elf Needle find a crippled boy, Nob, and bring him
4-6 to the cottage they share. They visit, or are visited by, other creatures (all of whom
talk) and help in the rescue of a unicorn, protecting it from cruel hunters, whom they
drive away from their forest with the help of others: an old wizard, a droll-teller, a
crowd of bogles, etc. This is a fantasy that indicates the author's potential: it has
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good establishment of character, a competent style, and humor; it is weakened by
repetition, to an extent by population density, and by the slow pace of the plot
development.
Dodson, Susan. Shadows Across the Sand. Lothrop, 1983. 83-5469. ISBN 0-688-02426-2.
220p. $9.50.
Because her mother has to go abroad, Billie is sent to stay with elderly relatives in
NR Florida; there she finds a colony of retired entertainers, stays in a boarding house run
6-8 by her aunt, and discovers that her uncle is in a hospital after a mugging. There are
other thefts, threats, a poisoning, etc. Nobody but Billie tries to do anything about it;
eventually she solves the mystery (at some personal danger) and even inherits a
fortune from one of the elderly neighbors, a senile screen star. This is contrived,
poorly plotted and overextended, with shallow and stereotypical characterization
and a gushy writing style.
D.V. Older-younger generations
Domanska, Janina. What Happens Next?; written and illus. by Janina Domanska. Green-
willow, 1983. 82-24219. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-01748-7; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-
01749-5. 29p. Trade ed. $11.50; Library ed. $10.51.
Geometric designs against a magenta background make a colorful border for the
R bright stylized pictures that are on every page, sometimes combined with text. There
K-3 is a frame for the story: a baron says he will free any peasant who can tell a tale that
will surprise him. Interrupted frequently by the courtiers who cry "Sheer nonsense"
or "Ridiculous," a young peasant tells an extravagant tall tale; the baron listens
stolidly but is finally caught when he says loftily, "Impossible! My father tending
sheep! That would surprise me!" And the peasant is set free. The story should appeal
to children, filled as it is with such incidents as drying in the river, cutting off the top
of a too-short rope (being used for a descent from the sky) and tying it to the bottom,
etc. The writing style is a bit stiff, but the humor compensates for this.
Dunlop, Eileen. The Maze Stone. Coward-McCann, 1983. 82-22232. ISBN 0-698-20587-1.
159p. $10.95.
Living in the Scottish town of Hartslawhead, Fanny is disturbed when her step-
Ad sister Heather appears smitten by a new teacher, Nimmo Lessing, because she is
7-9 convinced that an evil aura emanates from Lessing as it does from the flat, round
stone she's found. The maze pattern engraved on the stone is also on one of the
fireplace stones in Fanny's home, and she becomes convinced that these things are
linked together and are linked to the strange disappearance, years ago, of a young
man at the site of the brooding hill behind the house. By the time the usually-timorous
Fanny gathers enough courage to take action, she is forced to confront danger in her
rescue of Heather from the ghostly Lessing. Dunlop does a creditable job at fusing
the realistic and the occult, save for the final episode, which remains unconvincing.
Dialogue, characterization, and relationships in Fanny's family are strong.
D.V. Fear, overcoming; Sisters
Ferris, Jean. Amen, Moses Gardenia. Farrar, 1983. 85-14153. ISBN 0-374-30252-9. 200p.
$10.95.
Farrell has no friends at high school, is in a continual state of conflict with her
M alcoholic mother, and has only Earl Mae, the housekeeper, to confide in. Shy, lonely,
7-9 and insecure, she's thrilled when handsome Ted Kittredge invites her to a party.
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Their innocent love affair goes swimmingly until Farrell misunderstands one tele-
phone conversation and thinks he's taking his former girl to a big dance. The friendly
school counselor misses Farrell, hunts for her, and finds her; she's taken sleeping
pills with her but apparently hasn't swallowed them when she's found. There's a big
all-cast scene at Farrell's house: the misunderstanding with Ted is cleared up,
Mother says she hadn't realized how upset Farrell was, Mother invites everyone to
stay for dinner since it is Farrell's birthday. Even Moses Gardenia, Earl Mae's
friend, is there. This is a bit better written than most teenage paperback romances,
but it's not very different in the situation posited or the plot development; it's a
slow-moving book at the start, and it never really tackles the mother-daughter abra-
sion.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Mother-daughter relations
Fleischman, Paul. Finzel the Farsighted; illus. by Marcia Sewall. Dutton, 1983. 83-1416. ISBN
0-525-44057-7. 48p. $9.95.
In the best noodlehead tradition, this tale in folk style is a joy to read aloud or
R alone, and it's a natural for storytellers. Although very near-sighted, Finzel was
3-5 famed in his village (Chelm, Gotham, any town of fools) for his ability to read the past
* or the future in produce grown by an individual. Because of his myopia, Finzel mixes
up some lemons, nuts, etc. and convinces the strapping Pavel that he hasn't long to
live; this gives honest Pavel's villainous brother an idea for a way to rob Finzel. He
does, but the trickster is outwitted. A satisfying conclusion to a story written with
grace and humor and illustrated with soft pencil drawings that are spare and comic.
C.U. Reading aloud; Storytelling
Fritz, Jean. The Double Life of Pocahontas; illus. by Ed Young. Putnam, 1983. 83-9662. ISBN
0-399-21016-4. 96p. $9.95.
Expectably, Fritz bases her work on careful research; expectably, the research
R does not obtrude on the biographical/historical narrative. This is almost as much a
4-6 description of the Jamestown colony and its relations with Powhatan (father of
Pocahontas) as it is about the Indian princess who loved her adoptive brother, John
Smith, as a child, later marrying John Rolfe and coming to live in England with him.
It's a colorful story and Fritz tells it with polished simplicity, stressing the dichotomy
at which the title hints: the divided loyalties of the young, proud girl who loved both
her tribe and the English friends with whom that tribe was in conflict. A section of
notes, a bibliography, and an index are included.
C.U. History-U.S.
D.V. Intercultural understanding
Garfield, Leon. The Writing on the Wall; illus. by Michael Bragg. Lothrop, 1983. 82-24938.
ISBN 0-688-02112-3. 32p. $10.50.
First published in England, this oversize book has bold paintings in double-page
NR spreads that lose their effectiveness on some pages because the text interrupts the
2-4 picture. Although designated by the publisher as appropriate for ages 5-8, this seems
too burdensome in both its concepts and its vocabulary for the preschool child. The
Biblical story of the writing on the wall, and of Daniel's interpretation of the words, is
enclosed here within the story of a small boy who is Belshazzar's servant and who
kindly gives strawberries and cream to a hungry cat while all the assemblage stares at
the wall. Too cute, too stretched.
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Golden, Frederic. The Trembling Earth: Probing & Predicting Quakes. Scribner, 1983. 83-
3262. ISBN 0-684-17884-2. 175p. $13.95.
The science editor of Time magazine competently addresses not only the aspects of
R earthquake activity indicated by the title, but also related phenomena that are perti-
8- nent to the subject, such as the research that contributed to present understanding of
plate tectonics or studies of abnormal animal behavior that indicate imminent
earthquake activity. Much of the material in the text has been covered in other books
for young people, but none of them does a betterjob of synthesizing theory, research,
proven facts, and the history of seismology. Carefully organized and written with
authority, this excellent overview concludes with a bibliography and an index.
C.U. Science
Goodall, John S. Above and Below Stairs; written and illus. by John S. Goodall. Atheneum,
1983. 82-48528. ISBN 0-689-50238-9. 60p. $9.95.
Using the device of his earlier books, (half-pages that alternate with full pages to
R shift scenes), Goodall provides a brief pictorial resume of changing life-styles, cos-
4- tumes, and architecture from the Middle Ages to today. Each double-page spread has
a label, usually the name of an English monarch with dates of his or her reign, or of a
period (Middle Ages, Restoration). Most of the scene shifts are in the upstairs-
downstairs tradition, but there are exceptions: children playing, children at their
lessons; actors on stage, actors in their dressing room. The paintings are full of
animation and color, giving an interesting view of social history.
C.U. Social studies
Goor, Ron. Signs; written and with photographs by Ron and Nancy Goor. Crowell, 1983.
83-47649. Trade ed. ISBN 0-690-04354-6; Library ed. ISBN 0-690-04355-4. 4 2p.
Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
This has a minimal text in large print, most of the message being conveyed by
Ad photographs that contain signs. "Signs are useful. They tell you where to go. Signs
1-3 tell you where not to go. Signs tell you what to do," et cetera. The photographs are of
adequate quality (some blurred) and do a good job of showing the variety and clarity
of signs, although some are repetitious.
Gormley, Beatrice. Best Friend Insurance; illus. by Emily Arnold McCully. Dutton, 1983.
83-5715. ISBN 0-525-44066-6. 147p. $10.95.
Upset because her best friend seems to have turned to another girl, Maureen is
M ready to take out best-friend insurance with cheery Mr. Costue, after he's given a talk
4-6 about it in her classroom. He does produce a friend, but Maureen finally realizes that
what he's done is turn her mother into a girl. All kinds of troubles follow; finally, with
the help of a classmate, Maureen outwits Mr. Costue and gets her mother back. The
premise: working with a molecular biologist, Costue (with a hair from someone's
head) will transform each adult into a child and eventually rule the world. Readers
should enjoy the switch but the story really doesn't hold up very well: it's an over-
extended situation, it is unscientific (the change is made by attaching a transformer to
the outside of the house) and it comes close to being tedious in pace.
Hahn, Mary Downing. Daphne's Book. Houghton/Clarion, 1983. 83-7348. ISBN 0-89919-
183-5. 177p. $10.95.
Jessica, the narrator, is dismayed when her seventh grade teacher assigns Daphne
as her partner for a book-writing project, since Daphne is a loner, an oddly-dressed
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Ad and uncommunicative girl who's the butt of many classmates' jokes. As they work on
5-7 the book, Jessica begins to understand Daphne's problem: she and her little sister
Hope live with their grandmother, hostile and senile, at the poverty level. Her peers
make fun of Jessica for befriending Daphne, but she has promised to tell nobody
about Daphne's home or the fact that she is staying there to protect her grandmother
and sister. Worried, Jessica finally tells her mother; Daphne and Hope are taken to a
children's shelter and, after their ailing grandmother dies, are sent to live with their
mother's welcoming relatives. This is a sober story about a serious situation, and it
has good style and believable characters; it is slow-paced, however, and it is
weakened by the fact that no action is taken by any of the adults, especially school
authorities, who might be expected to take action if a child is out of school for a
month.
D.V. Friendship values; Grandmother-child relations
Haseley, Dennis. The Scared One; illus. by Deborah Howland. Warne, 1983. 82-20109. ISBN
0-7232-6185-7. 26p. $10.95.
All of the other boys in the Indian village called him "The Scared One," and he
R was indeed timid, fearful of being alone, too shy to do anything but smile when he
4-6 was taunted. Sent to catch the family's goat, which had wandered off, the boy who is
the narrator is caught in a thunderstorm; stunned, he sleeps and wakes to see a large,
injured bird that cannot fly. He takes the bird to Old Wolf, but when he sees all the
stuffed animal heads the old man has, he runs off with the bird. "Kinan Po! Fly
now," he cries, "Ake Akisne! You must grow strong while you fly!" This is really a
prose poem about a quest and the rites of passage; it is gravely told, and touching; its
one weakness is that a bird that is able to fly (as this one does) is not likely to have
come close to the boy and so meekly accepted being caught and carried. The illus-
trations, which show contemporary Native Americans, are softly executed pencil
drawings, effective in black and white.
D.V. Animals, kindness to; Fear, overcoming
Haugaard, Erik Christian. A Boy's Will; illus. by Troy Howell. Houghton, 1983. 83-83. ISBN
0-395-33227-3. 41p. $8.95.
Set in Ireland in 1779, this is the story of Patrick, who runs off from his tyrannical
Ad grandfather, takes a small boat, and sails out to warn John Paul Jones that the English
4-6 have set a trap for him, with one ship exposed as bait while an English squadron hides
behind an island. Patrick accepts an offer to sail with the Continental Navy. This has
some historical interest and some action and suspense; it is less substantial and less
polished than most of Haugaard's work, however, and is uneven in pace despite its
brevity. It is effectively illustrated with black and white drawings, often dramatic in
mood.
D.V. Courage; Devotion to a cause
Heide, Florence Parry. Mystery on Danger Road; by Florence Parry Heide and Roxanne
Heide. Whitman, 1983. 83-1324. ISBN 0-8075-5396-4. 128p. $7.95.
There's a modicum of suspense in a mystery story that is adequately written but
M contrivedly plotted. Helping collect material for a Craft Fair, Cindy feels there's
3-5 something odd about the man she sees near a house where she collects a box of toy
clowns left on a porch, and also collects a stray, hurt dog. The mystery (with a
duplicate box of clowns) leads to a villainous man who pretends to be a police officer,
kidnapping Cindy and putting her into a cellar with an unreachable ceiling trap door.
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There's little that's not expectable, there are some aspects (Cindy's credulity is
followed by the same kind of gullible behavior when her brother and a friend also
believe the stranger and go with him) that are not convincing, and the characteriza-
tion is shallow at best. The action and danger may appeal to readers.
Heyman, Anita. Final Grades. Dodd, 1983. 82-45997. ISBN 0-396-08141-X. 184p. $10.95.
Unhappy because of a love affair that's ended, tired of being pushed toward top
Ad grades by her mother, pessimistic about the one teacher who consistently gives her
7-9 bad grades, Rachel is in despair. She'd always had good grades until now, when she
needs them to get into a top college. Rachel's problem is alleviated somewhat by her
friendship with a boy in her class and by talks with her best friend, but her acceptance
of the fact that she must go at her own pace and her willingness to meet the critical
teacher half way come primarily from her own deliberations. This has competent
characterization and an adequate writing style, but it is slow in pace and tenuous in
structure although it deals realistically with a problem with which many adolescents
are concerned.
D.V. Mother-daughter relations; Teacher-pupil relations
Homola, Priscilla. The Willow Whistle; illus. by Ted Lewin. Dodd, 1983. 83-11698. ISBN
0-396-08207-6. 109p. $8.95.
Although she is only eleven, Annie is sure that thirteen-year-old Conrad is the love
Ad of her life; her father, a dour prairie preacher (this is a turn of the century story set in
5-7 South Dakota) has already made Annie stay home from a church social because she's
too interested in boys, so Annie doesn't tell him about the willow whistle Conrad's
made her. Papa changes his mind about Conrad when there's a blizzard and Conrad
helps rescue those stranded at the schoolhouse. This is an adequately written period
piece, believable in its characterization and relationships but slow-moving; it seems
an overextended short story.
D.V. Boy-girl relations
Hurwitz, Johanna. Rip-Roaring Russell; illus. by Lillian Hoban. Morrow, 1983. 83-1019.
Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02347-9; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02348-7. 80p. Trade ed.
$8.50; Library ed. $7.63.
Six episodic chapters about the activities and problems of a preschool child who
R attends nursery school, envies his baby sister, and plays with neighborhood children.
4-6 The action is low-keyed: Russell makes a friend at school, tries to watch a late
yrs. television program but can't stay awake, learns that it's no fun to be treated as a
baby, etc. This is both realistic and sunny, with good adult-child relationships, the
appeal of everyday life experiences, and a light, humorous treatment.
James, Elizabeth. How to Write a Great School Report; by Elizabeth James and Carol Barkin.
Lothrop, 1983. 83-764. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02283-9; Paper ed. ISBN 0-688-
02278-2. 76p. Library ed. $7.63; Paper ed. $5.50.
The authors give sensible advice very clearly in a crisp and logically organized
R text, with good examples to help clarify the procedures they advocate for gathering
4-6 and collating material as well as for the actual writing of a school report. Included in
the book are suggestions for finding sources of information, using library catalogs and
reference books, assembling material in a chart, choosing material from notes, and
the form of the paper.
C.U. English-study and teaching
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Jukes, Mavis. No One is Going to Nashville; illus. by Lloyd Bloom. Knopf, 1983. 82-18901.
Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85609-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-95609-5. 42p. Trade ed.
$8.95; Library ed. $8.99.
Grey and white pictures, so softly painted as to seem blurred, illustrate an amusing
R and effective story in which girl meets dog. Sonia, who spends weekends with her
2-4 father and stepmother, finds a dog just outside the house and names him Max. Her
father says no dog; her mother, when she is telephoned, says that no dogs are allowed
in their apartment building. Sonia reluctantly agrees to an advertisement, but when
somebody comes to get Max, it's her stepmother who balks at giving the dog away.
She puts Max in Sonia's arms, saying, ". .. from your Wicked Stepmother and from
your father, with love. Discussion closed." Nothing sugary here, but there's a
sweetness and warmth in the story, and the writing style is light and witty.
D.V. Stepparent-child relations
Kessler, Leonard. Old Turtle's Winter Games; written and illus. by Leonard Kessler, Green-
willow, 1983. 83-1435. Trade ed ISBN 0-688-02309-6; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-
02310-X. 47p. (Read-alone Books). Trade ed. $7.50; Library ed. $6.67.
Old Turtle encourages all his animal friends to learn and enjoy skating, skiing,
R sledding, and playing ice hockey. There are some tumbles, but everyone takes them
1-2 in good stride, and the book ends with a grand winter games event in which each
participant wins a prize for something-even Old Turtle. The line and wash drawings
aren't elegant, but they have vitality and humor; the text has the appeals of animals,
play, successful achievement, and good sportsmanship; the vocabulary is very sim-
ple, the print large. In fact, a fine book for the beginning independent reader.
C.U. Reading, beginning
D.V. Sportsmanship
Kherdian, David. The Mystery of the Diamond in the Wood; illus. by Paul Geiger. Knopf,
1983. 83-272. Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85603-1; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-95603-6. 95p.
Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.99.
Sam, the narrator, and his friend Howie are hunting in the woods with air rifles,
M "Which is against the law, of course," and kill a squirrel after smoking it out of a hole
4-6 in a tree. Putting out the fire, Sam finds a cache of jewelry. The police pay little
attention to their story, assuring them that the man the boys suspect is still in jail;
when they find out that that's untrue, the boys decide to do their own detective work;
eventually they catch and truss the very man they've suspected, and the police chief
ruefully says, punching his chest, "It sure does get you right here how a couple of
pint-sized Boy Scouts can capture a hoodlum all by themselves." The writing style is
adequate, the pace slow, the plot labored, so that there is little suspense created.
Kherdian, David. Right Now; illus. by Nonny Hogrogian. Knopf, 1983. 82-21185. ISBN
0-394-95596-X. 25p. $10.95.
All of the pictures are paired to reflect the text in a small volume that celebrates the
R evanescent but real joys of the moment for a small girl. "Yesterday I lost my shoe in
4-6 the pond. I couldn't catch it, I couldn't reach it, I couldn't find a friend to help me,"
yrs. has a black and white picture of a sobbing child; facing it, a sunny outdoor scene in
soft color, with "But right now I'm running through the meadow." The pattern is
repeated throughout the book, and while the text doesn't focus into a story, it has
structure and is simply written; the illustrations are small, deft, and often amusing.
Not substantial, but the recital of familiar activities and emotions, the catalog of small
woes and simple pleasures of the moment, should appeal to the lap audience.
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King, Tony. The Moving Animal Book; written and illus. by Tony King. Putnam, 1983.
82-21503. ISBN 0-399-20964-6. 14p. $9.95.
Pages are headed "Jungle Animals," "Animals in the Air," "Animals Under-
M ground," etc. Between each set of back-to-back pages is a wheel, so that more
2-3 labelled animals can be added to the assorted out-of-scale creatures already on the
page. The book, spiral-bound, ends with pictures of the biggest and of the smallest
animals on earth, and here some attention to scale has been paid. There is no text,
only identifying captions. Since this book makes no attempt to be comprehensive,
has crowded pages and gives no information beyond the inherent grouping by envi-
ronment, there seems little that cannot be found in other books or even encyclopedia
articles.
Korschunow, Irina. A Night in Distant Motion; tr. by Leigh Hafrey. Godine, 1983. 81-47325.
ISBN 0-87923-399-0. 151p. $10.95.
Smoothly translated from the German original, published under the title Er Hiess
R Jan, this is the dramatic story of seventeen-year-old Regine, who had been a loyal
7-10 Nazi until she met and fell in love with a Polish prisoner, Jan. Shorn and prisoned
when her affair was discovered, Regine was saved by an air raid, escaping from
captivity to hide in a farm family's garret. She tells her story in retrospect, shifting
smoothly from the present to her affair with Jan and, going farther back, to her life
before she met Jan. As her circumstances change and as she talks to Jan and others,
Regine's opinions of the Nazis and of the war, change in a convincing way. This is
written with depth and skill, a strong and touching story of an awakened ethical
conscience.
Levenson, Kathe Tanous. When I Grow Up and You Grow Down; written and illus. by Kathe
Tanous Levenson. Lothrop, 1983. 83-985. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02095-X; Library
ed. ISBN 0-688-02096-8. 32p. Trade ed. $9.50; Library ed. $8.59.
The text, illustrated with cartoon style paintings, is a small girl's monologue,
Ad addressed to her mother. When she grows up, she'll be the mommy ("and you'll be
3-5 me") and she'll make her mother stay home with the sitter while she and Daddy go to
yrs. the movies. Mommy will eat liver; she'll eat cake, and so on. This is in partial rhyme,
and it concludes with a new thought: who will make her birthday cake, and sing to
her, and brush her hair? "I like it better the other way," the child concludes. There's
some inconsistency here, but the read-aloud audience will probably enjoy the con-
cept of role reversal.
D.V. Mother-daughter relations
Levy, Elizabeth, ad. Return of the Jedi; ad. by Elizabeth Levy from the screenplay by
Lawrence Kasdan and George Lucas. Random House, 1983. 83-3419. Trade ed.
ISBN 0-394-86117-5; Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96117-X. 69p. illus. with photographs.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $5.99.
Like the Vinge book with the same title (reviewed in the September, 1983 edition)
Ad this is published by Random House but is intended for younger readers than the
2-4 middle grades audience. The vocabulary here is simpler, the print larger, the style
and organization more controlled. Still, for those readers who haven't seen the film
(even if the film is used to illustrate the book) there's too much happening to too
many characters too fast for clarity in the medium of print.
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth. Hiawatha; illus. by Susan Jeffers. Dial, 1983. 83-7225. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-8037-0013-X; Library ed. ISBN 0-8037-0014-8. 22p. Trade ed. $11.95;
Library ed. $11.89.
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Jeffers has chosen part of Longfellow's poem to illustrate, and the oversize pages
R offer a splendid opportunity for beautifully detailed paintings of the small boy and his
K-3 grandmother, Nokomis. The technique, which includes minute hatchings and parallel
lines, soft colors, misty reflections, and richly vernal scenes, is well suited to the
romantic quality of the poetry.
McHugh, Elisbet. Karen's Sister. Greenwillow, 1983. 83-1741. ISBN 0-688-02472-6. 149p.
$9.50.
In Raising a Mother Isn't Easy (reviewed in the March, 1983 issue) Karen, who is
R Korean-born and adopted by a single woman, gives up her efforts to find a husband
4-6 for her mother and looks forward to the adoption of a little sister. This sequel begins
with Karen's eager anticipation of the arrival of another Korean orphan-and Tae Ja,
renamed Meghan, proves to be a five-year-old with a mind of her own. The story, told
by Karen, is light and amusing, more appealing because of the warm relationship
between Karen and her mother and grandmother than because of the plot, although
Karen does adjust to the news that her mother, a veterinarian, is going to marry a
widower with three children.
D.V. Mother-daughter relations; Sisters
McLaughlin, Lissa. Why Won't Winter Go?; written and illus. by Lissa McLaughlin. Lothrop,
1983. 83-723. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02380-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02381-9. 32p.
Trade ed. $9.50; Library ed. $8.59.
Bright pictures of grotesque children have a brisk, free line, and the text is written
Ad with a direct simplicity; the weakness of the story is in the plot: Andy fusses and
K-2 fusses because winter lasts so long, but is pleased when he finds some skunk cabbage
growing in the snow, a sign that spring will soon be coming.
Melwood, Mary. The Watcher Bee. Andre Deutsch, 1983. ISBN 0-233-97432-6. 260p. $9.95.
First published in England in 1982, this is a long first-person novel about the
R friendship between the narrator, Kate, and Charlie, who were inseparable as chil-
8- dren, antagonists as adolescents, and aware as adults of how deep the bond between
them was. The title is based on the young Kate's misinterpretation of the phrase
". . a watcher be," and that is her role as she watches Charlie fall hopelessly in love
with the beautiful summer visitor, Zoe, whose mother has far more ambitious plans.
This is not a novel with a grand sweep or a dramatic plot; it is more like a frieze in
needlepoint, each detail of characterization and relationship contributing to the pic-
ture of both the bittersweet love affair and life in a Midland village in the years
between the two world wars.
D.V. Friendship values
Miller, Marvin. T*A*C*K into Danger; by Marvin Miller and Nancy K. Robinson; illus. by
Alan Tiegreen. Scholastic, 1983. ISBN 0-590-32405-5. 127p. $1.95.
Toria (the narrator), Amy, Chuck, and Will (code name "K") are the four mem-
R bers of T*A*C*K, the group that tackles and solves a series of puzzles. It's Will who
3-5 solves the mystery in each episode: how to rescue a dog that's trapped in a bear's pit
at the zoo, how to interpret the odd crossword puzzle that's a clue to a smuggling
operation, how to prove they're innocent of some malicious mischief at Halloween.
The writing is brisk and restrainedly humorous, the solutions to the puzzles, which
the reader is offered a chance to solve, are logical.
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Myers, Walter Dean. Tales of a Dead King. Morrow, 1983. 83-5373. ISBN 0-688-02413-0. 89p.
$8.50.
John's parents had read an article about a girl named Karen who'd been chosen to
Ad work on an Egyptian dig with Dr. Erich Leonhardt; since Erich was her uncle, John's
6-8 mother asked if John could go also. That's how John, the narrator, found himself
stranded in Aswan with a not-too-friendly peer and a note explaining that Great-uncle
Erich had been called away. Question: did he just go or was he forced to go? The two
adolescents decide to stay and do some sleuthing, especially intrigued because they
learn that Erich's guide had taken him to a Nubian village for early exploration. This
has an interesting setting, the appeals of action and danger, and a satisfying ending,
for the two do find the kidnapped archaeologist and rescue him. It's adequately
written, but it's weak in characterization and unconvincing in its plot development.
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. The Solomon System. Atheneum, 1983. 83-2661. ISBN 0-689-
30991-0. 210p. $10.95.
Ted, the narrator, is thirteen, his brother Nory several years older; they have
Ad always been close friends and Ted worries because he feels they're drifting apart.
5-7 Both of the Solomon boys are distressed because their parents have decided to
separate, but Ted is vocal and Nory won't talk about it. Sent to a summer camp, Ted
has his first crush; that helps, but he's still concerned about the end of the "Solomon
system" of mutual fraternal support. The break comes after the boys return home,
and Nory convinces Ted that the change in their relationship is normal and the
change in their family situation bearable. In many ways this is perceptive, but it does
tend to have stereotypical characterization (a tough camp counselor, a doting grand-
mother, the fat boy who hides junk food in his camp trunk, etc.) and some of the
camp sequences are trite.
D.V. Brothers; Divorce, adjustment to
O'Kelley, Mattie Lou. From the Hills of Georgia; written and illus. by by Mattie Lou O'Kel-
ley. Atlantic/Little, 1983. 83-9414. ISBN 0-316-63800-5. 32p. $14.95.
Like Grandma Moses, Mattie Lou O'Kelley is self-taught, began painting in her
R later years, and is a noted American folk artist. Her naive pictures, wonderfully
2-4 detailed, are used with a short paragraph on each page that describes the childhood
episode or activity shown in the painting. Homespun-stylized, the paintings are fresh
and distinctive in style; the minimal text is terse and direct, giving a picture of a rural
childhood and the bustling life of a big farm family.
C.U. Farm life (Unit)
Okimoto, Jean Davies. Who Did It, Jenny Lake? Putnam, 1983. 83-15971. ISBN 0-399-
21014-8. 143p. $10.95.
In a first-person murder mystery, sixteen-year-old Jenny is an orphan with a very
Ad rich, very busy aunt who sends Jenny on lavish vacations during boarding school
6-9 holidays. Jenny always invites her best friend, Freddie (who is "like a brother to
her" but who creates and arouses romantic jealousy) and they are always chaperoned
by dumpy little Miss Darby, Aunt Olivia's employee. In a posh hotel on one of the
Hawaiian islands, an elderly woman is killed just before she has a reunion with a
daughter she'd disowned years before. Jenny and Freddie, who suspect the crime has
to do with a changed will, pursue clues with more zeal than acumen, and with some
danger to Jenny, who is rescued by Freddie after the murderer has left her to die. The
plot isn't very impressive, but the story has action, some suspense, and humor in the
dialogue.
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Osborne, Mary Pope. Love Always, Blue. Dial, 1983. 83-7226. ISBN 0-8037-0031-8. 188p.
$11.95.
Bored by the long summer in a southern town, irritated by the fact that her mother
Ad has a new male friend, lonesome for her father, Blue is thrilled when her mother
7-9 reluctantly agrees to let Blue go to Manhattan to visit her father. She's never believed
her mother's explanation of Dad being hard to live with, but she finds it an abrasive
strain coping with his moods, his depression, his insistence that he's a failure. Her
visit has some happy aspects: she meets a very nice young man, she loves seeing Dad
despite the scenes he makes, and she enjoys being in Greenwich Village. However,
when there's an emotional crisis and she calls home, resulting in an early departure;
Blue isn't abject. Dad promises to get therapy, and Blue goes home with mixed
feelings. This is perceptive in its delineation of the complexity of human re-
lationships, and it's strong in characterization, but the structure of the story is weak,
unsubstantial rather than unbelievable.
D.V. Divorce, adjustment to; Father-daughter relations
Park, W. B. Who's Sick!; written and illus. by W. B. Park. Houghton, 1983. 83-8429. ISBN
0-395-33229-X. 27p. $9.95.
Two brothers wake at about the same time, argue about who's had the least sleep,
M and are told by their mother "Today's the day." They suspect that means the dentist,
3-5 climb back into their twin beds and argue about who is most ill. Mother appears,
yrs. saying that if their room isn't cleaned in five minutes, neither will go on the picnic.
They clean in a flurry, start off, and have a preliminary squabble about who'll have
more fun. The drawings are bright, mildly amusing pictures, line and wash in cartoon
style. The story is slight; although the competitive quarreling may amuse the read-
aloud audience, the fact that the brothers are of different species (a yellow elephant, a
blue rhinoceros) may puzzle them.
D.V. Brothers
Perl, Lila. Annabelle Starr, E.S.P. Houghton/Clarion, 1983. 83-2068. ISBN 0-89919-187-8.
147p. $10.95.
Annabelle is convinced that she has special powers and can see the future, and she
Ad tries to use this (as well as ordinary snooping) when her young adopted brother
4-6 Scotty becomes terrified by the lodger who has rented a wing of Gram's house. Why
does Miss Colden stare so intently at Scotty? Is she really there to do a survey of the
town, or are her motives personal? Annabelle, the narrator, suspects that Miss Col-
den may be Scotty's mother. (She isn't). The relationship between Scotty and An-
nabelle, and the detective work that Annabelle does on his behalf should hold a
reader's interest, but the handling of Annabelle's conviction that she has extra-
sensory perception is unconvincing.
D.V. Brother-sister relations; Fear, overcoming
Pevsner, Stella. Lindsay, Lindsay, Fly Away Home. Houghton/Clarion, 1983. 83-2115. ISBN
0-89919-186-X. 184p. $10.95.
Motherless, living with her father in India, seventeen-year-old Lindsay can't
Ad understand why she's been sent to the United States (where she'd been born) to stay
7-9 with Aunt Meg, whom she doesn't know at all. Is it to break up her love affair with
Rajee? Lindsay has a hard time adjusting, partly because her speech patterns are
British, partly because she is homesick. And why is Aunt Meg being so mysterious
about her own past? Most readers will guess, early on, what Lindsay is slow to
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discover: Aunt Meg is her real mother. By the time she learns this, Lindsay has
begun to feel more comfortable in her new life and to love Meg, so that when she has
to decide whether to stay with Meg or go back to India with her father, the choice is
painful but clear-cut. (Meg's husband had died before Lindsay was born; Meg's
brother and his wife had taken over Lindsay's care, and it seemed simpler to all to
call them Lindsay's parents.) The story is capably written, but Lindsay's obtuseness
is not quite convincing, nor is Lindsay's problem with American speech. Character-
ization is adequate, and the writing style is smooth.
D.V. Adaptability; Mother-daughter relations
Peyton, K. M. Free Rein. Philomel, 1983. 83-8151. ISBN 0-399-20995-6. 198p. $10.95.
Jonathan Meredith, protagonist of Prove Yourself a Hero (reviewed in the Febru-
R ary, 1979 issue) and a character in earlier Peyton books, is in disgrace at his school,
8-10 the headmaster having learned that Iris is pregnant with Jonathan's child. Since he
feels he cannot tell the authorities that Iris had begged him to make love to her and
had lied about having taken protective measures, Jonathan leaves school. He takes
refuge with an old friend, Peter, angry because his mother has refused to hear his
story and has taken Iris into the Meredith home. The two young men are on their
own; they are training a racehorse that Peter will ride-but when he's injured,
Jonathan decides he'll take Peter's place and ride in the Grand National. Throughout
the training period, Jonathan has been falling more deeply in love with Pip, and he
finds it hard to tell her about Iris. In the end, Jonathan goes home, sees Iris and the
baby, and is relieved when she tells him she's marrying someone. There's a wry and
touching twist to the ending, and it is because of such plot turns, the polished style,
and the consistency of characterization that the story has merit despite the fact that
the whole train of events (Iris, school, hiding away from mother, Pip, and back to
Iris) seems a convenient device for the training and racing without supervision or
parental knowledge.
Phillips, Joan. Peek-A-Boo! I See You!; illus. by Kathy Wilburn. Grosset, 1983. ISBN 0-448-
03092-6. 18p. $3.95.
A tall book with heavy board pages, this has a rhyming text that is related to a
M series of pictures in which baby animals or children are concealed and then visible.
1-3 "Kitten's putting on her clothes/Getting dressed from head to toes/But what is this?
yrs. Where's Kitten gone?/Peek-a-boo! Her sweater's on!" The illustrations are of greet-
ing card calibre at its most saccharine and the rhymes are laden with an-
thropomorphism; the appeal is in the animal characters, and the small merit in the
book lies in the ramification of the concept that creatures aren't gone just because
they can't be seen.
Platt, Kin. Crocker. Lippincott, 1983. 82-48456. Trade ed. ISBN 0-397-32025-6; Library ed.
ISBN 0-397-32026-4. 149p. Trade ed. $9.95; Library ed. $9.89.
Dorothy Springer Clark is attractive, popular, studious, and sensible, and she's the
Ad narrator of a love-at-first-sight story that is flippant and funny. Crocker's just come to
7-9 town, he's so handsome that almost every girl in school is attracted to him, and he
says he's trouble. Indeed, Springer (as he persists in calling Dorothy) is disturbed by
his laissez-faire attitude about school, his mysterious job (a borrowed Porsche, a
black eye?) and his ardent lovemaking. This has a weak plot but there's plenty of
amusing dialogue, the story reflects adolescent concerns, and there's a warm
mother-daughter relationship. Crocker isn't quite convincing, but he's fun.
D.V. Ethical concepts; Mother-daughter relations
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Pringle, Laurence. "The Earth is Flat"-And Other Great Mistakes; illus. by Steve Miller.
Morrow, 1983. 83-7966. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02466-1; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-
02467-X. 72p. Trade ed. $8.50; Library ed. $7.63.
Although this is adequately written and should provide good browsing material for
Ad readers piqued by odd facts, the contents belies the title to some extent, for not all of
4-6 the brief entries are concerned with mistakes. A short piece on former President
Truman, for example, questions whether or not he made the right decision about the
H-bomb, and a paragraph entitled "Maybe Next Time" describes a British inventor
who took out one hundred sixty-two patents for his inventions, none of which was
ever developed commercially. Much of the material will probably be familiar to
readers: the idea that the earth is flat, the fact that Columbus thought he had reached
Asia, the fact that the Titanic was thought to be unsinkable. Still, there is some less
familiar material and what's included shows variety. An index is appended.
Provensen, Alice. The Glorious Flight; written and illus. by Alice and Martin Provensen.
Viking, 1983. 82-7034. ISBN 0-670-34259-9. 39p. $13.95.
What more can one ask of a book than it be visually stunning, entertainingly
R written, and informative, and true? The restrained, dry humor of the simple but
K-3 sophisticated text makes the story of Bleriot's long struggle to build a machine that
* would fly a joy, and the paintings are striking in color and composition. Papa Bleriot
and his family suffer patiently through eleven different models and innumerable
assaults on Papa's body, until-in July of 1909-the indomitable aviator crosses the
English Channel in thirty-seven minutes. How his family, which had seen him off,
manages to be at the scene of his triumphant landing is a moot point, but it is probable
that few readers will object. A smashing success for Papa and for the Provensens.
Ricciuti, Edward R. They Work With Wildlife. Harper, 1983. 80-7918. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-
025003-8; Library ed. ISBN 0-06-025004-6. 148p. Trade ed. $10.95; Library ed.
$10.89.
In describing some of the kinds of jobs available to those who are interested in
R working with animals in the wild, Ricciuti stresses the need for early and proper
7-10 education, is candid about the financial expectations and-in some jobs-the dan-
gers, and gives ample information about agencies that can provide facts and in-
stitutions that offer training. Some of the material about specific jobs is anecdotal,
giving a change of pace to a straightforward text; color is added through descriptions
of the work of individuals, such as the studies of Cynthia Moss (East African
elephants) in the chapter on field biology, or, in the chapter on wildlife law enforce-
ment, the work of federal agents working undercover to track down smugglers of
protected species. Some of the other careers discussed are wildlife management,
nature writing, and serving as a game warden. Useful for vocational guidance, this




Scariano, Margaret M. Too Young to Know. Berkley, 1983. ISBN 0-441-81715-7. 150p. $1.95.
Cindy, a high school senior, has many friends of both sexes but has never had a
NR romantic interest in any boys. Then the new boy, Clay, comes to town and their first
7-9 easy relationship as members of the track team turns to love--only Cindy is horrified
when she learns that Clay is only a sophomore. This causes conflicts, problems,
anguish, etc. and ends with Cindy and Clay deciding that they don't care what people
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say, they'll stick together. The depth of Cindy's despair is evident in her pondering
about whether or not to date a younger boy: "Fine ... if it's a simple choice like
whether to smoke or not to smoke, or to go to a local college or out of state." In sum,
a one-issue book, with the issue becoming tedious through overextension. The writ-
ing style is intermittently adequate but is weakened by such sentences as, "His
words sounded like chimes in the cathedral of her heart." Characterization is slight,
and many of the minor characters are stereotypical: the pretty, catty classmate who
tries to steal Clay, or the reckless classmate who drinks, and many of the re-
lationships are equally formulaic.
Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). Catnip; photographs by Jerome Wexler. Morrow, 1983. 83-5416.
Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02462-9; Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02463-7. 47p. Trade ed.
$9.50; Library ed. $8.59.
The large print, spacious page layout, and especially the clear simple writing make
R this carefully organized and handsomely illustrated book exemplary beginning sci-
2-4 ence fare. Selsam gives some background information about the use of herbs in
history, but focuses on the structure of the catnip plant, providing facts on its
classification and on the research done on nepatalactone, the chemical it contains.
She also includes instructions on how to store and dry it for use with cats. As always,
one of the ways in which the author makes the book appropriate for its intended
audience is to omit facts that are not important. An index gives access to the con-
tents; the fine photographs, many magnified, are carefully placed and labelled.
C.U. Science
Sharmat, Marjorie Weinman. Rich Mitch; illus. by Loretta Lustig. Morrow, 1983. 83-5398.
ISBN 0-688-02407-6. 136 p. $9.50.
Mitch, the narrator, is teased and scolded for his predilection for entering sweep-
M stakes contests-until he wins one. The predictable follows: requests for donations,
3-5 flattering attention from classmates, some alienation from old friends, particularly
Roseanne, to whom Mitch had carelessly promised half of whatever he won. The
money is turned over to his parents, and Mitch has to coax his mother for money to
help one old woman who really needs it. However, after he gets her on a TV pro-
gram, Mrs. Landsdorf wins the attention of a millionaire. This has a light style and
enjoyable humor save for the occasional exaggeration; for example, the habit Mitch's
mother has of removing pieces of clothing, one by one, when she's excited. The other
weakness of the story is that the whole episode of Mrs. Landsdorf seems over-
extended and takes over the narrative, which has a weak ending: Mitch goes on
entering sweepstakes.
D.V. Helpfulness; Older-younger generations
Simon, Seymour. Hidden Worlds. Morrow, 1983. 83-5407. Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02464-5;
Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02465-3. 47p. illus. with photographs. Trade ed. $10.50;
Library ed. $9.55.
A photographic essay, with text and pictures (some in color, some in black and
R white) is carefully organized so that descriptive commentary is contiguous to the
4- related illustration. Simon, a polished science writer, explains clearly how the pic-
tures were taken and what they show, so that readers can understand not only the
wonders of human physiology or objects in space or other natural phenomena, but
also the diverse and intricate machines that make magnification possible: fiber-optic
tubes, field ion microscopes, orbiting satellites, strobe machines that can take six
thousand photographs per second, CAT scans and other marvels of technology.
C.U. Science
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Sloan, Carolyn. Skewer's Garden. Chatto, 1983. ISBN 0-7011-2663-9. 144p. $10.95.
Skewer is the youngest child of a very large, noisy, free-wheeling, part-Gypsy
R family; all the rest are nonconformist, but Skewer likes school (he's the only one in
4-6 the family who can read and write) and dreams of a stable future. He starts a garden,
but it's ravaged when a bullying, drunken relative ruins it. At that point Skewer runs
away to his Romany grandmother, and when his family comes to fetch him,
Granny-Annie tells his parents how much more of a true Gypsy Skewer is than are
the rest of them. That's when his father and older brothers help Skewer start over,
treating him and his love of gardening with respect. This is a lively story with an
appealing protagonist; Sloan has drawn a perceptive picture of a child who, already
isolated by his family background from other children, is-albeit temporarily-
isolated by his personality within the family.
D.V. Education, valuing and seeking
Snyder, Carol. Memo: To Myself When I Have a Teenage Kid. Coward-McCann, 1983.
82-25506. ISBN 0-698-20588-X. 155p. $10.95.
Karen, the narrator, is fourteen and boy-conscious, worried about asking Peter to
Ad the Sadie Hawkins Day dance and often annoyed with her eleven-year-old sister. She
6-8 often writes memoranda for the future (always in italics) like "MEMO: To myself
when I have a teenage' kid. I will love her even if she makes some dumb decisions."
When Mom gives Karen a diary that she had kept when she was thirteen, Karen
realizes that Mom had gone through some of the same crises and problems, including
a crush on someone older. Who was Mom's "Mr. X"? Karen's astounded when it
proves to be her father; delighted when she finds that Peter likes her. This is a
pleasant book, realistic but not probing in its characterization, competently written,
but not strong in plot development.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Mother-daughter relations
Tapp, Kathy Kennedy. Moth-Kin Magic; illus. by Michele Chessare. Atheneum, 1983. 83-
2782. ISBN 0-689-50288-5. 122p. $10.95.
This is a fantasy about a race of little people who live secluded amongst the grass
R and mosses, and who have in their hereditary lore stories of giants who tramped
3-5 brutally over their earth. Ripple, walking with her mother and old Uncle Kane, is
terrified when the moss she's on is lifted by a giant hand; the three of them are put
into a classroom terrarium (to them, a forest surrounded by glass) and, with the three
other tiny people they find there, dream of the summer magic, the wings, that come
each summer to their folk (therefore "Moth-kin") and that may help them escape-if
they can survive until then. When a chance to escape comes, they are daring enough
to take it and to make their own magic, climbing out of the forest, hiding in a deep
pouch (pants-cuff) and jumping to safety when the giants get off their monstrous,
noisy creature "Bus." The pace sags occasionally, but this is a nicely conceived
story, consistent in viewpoint, sound in structure, and capable in writing style.
Waldron, Ann. True or False? Amazing Art Forgeries; illus. with prints and photographs.
Hastings House, 1983. 82-15722. ISBN 0-8038-7220-8. 158p. $11.95.
First discussing the crime of art forgery and the many ways in which experts can
R detect a forgery (paint, canvas, color, craquelure, errors seen by x-ray or infrared
6- photography, dating of wood, etc.) Waldron describes in good narrative style some of
the most spectacular of modern forgeries. A glossary of art terms, a list of artists, a
selected bibliography, and an index are appended.
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Wells, Rosemary. Peabody; written and illus. by Rosemary Wells. Dial, 1983. 83-7207. Trade
ed. ISBN 0-8037-0004-0; Library ed. ISBN 0-8037-0005-9. 28p. Trade ed. $9.95;
Library ed. $9.89.
Wells uses the concepts of toys becoming real if they're loved, of feelings of
R dethronement, and of sibling jealousy in so deft and light a way that they never
3-6 obtrude on the story. The illustrations, in which the animals have vitality while the
yrs. children seem lifeless, are bright and lively, with a humor that is echoed by the story,
and the humor is spiced by some touching moments when Peabody, a toy bear, is
rejected in favor of a newer toy, a doll. Annie, Peabody's owner, repeatedly warns
her little brother Robert away from her bear: "Peabody bites," she says. Robert is
envious but docile; however, he does ruin the doll (who drinks, walks, and talks) by
sharing his bath with her, so Annie reinstates Peabody as her favorite-and Robert
happily sleeps with the doll.
D.V. Brother-sister relations
Willey, Margaret. The Bigger Book of Lydia. Harper, 1983. 82-48842. Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-
026485-3; Library ed. ISBN 0-06-026486-1. 256p. Trade ed. $11.95; Library ed.
$11.89.
This is a multi-faceted story, but its strongest note is friendship and its strongest
R appeal to adolescent readers will probably be the expression of young people's need
7-10 for both security and independence. The book of the title is Lydia's journal, begun
when she is ten and her father dies; in it are all her fears about being small (like all the
members of her family) and all her imaginative drawings that express a child's fears
and longings. The journal is lost, retrieved years later when Lydia and Michelle are
about to part, and Lydia gives her book (herself) to her friend. By this time Lydia is
an adolescent; she's still small and shy, she has discovered that she isn't comfortable
with most boys, that she wants to drop out of school. Michelle, a victim of anorexia,
has come to stay at Lydia's home, sent there by an insensitive, domineering father
after she has been unsuccessfully treated at several hospitals. The laissez-faire at-
titude of Lydia and her mother, coupled with their supportive affection, helps
Michelle recover to the point where she can face going home to a stern father and
unhappy mother, while Michelle's friendship helps Lydia accept the fact that she
must have the courage to finish her high school education. This is a remarkably good
first novel, written with intelligence, wit, and insight; the characterizations and re-
lationships are strong, the development believable, and the writing style fluent.
D.V. Friendship values; Self-confidence
William, Kate. Double Love. Bantam Books, 1983. ISBN 0-553-23969-4. 182p. $2.25.
First of a new paperback romance series, "Sweet Valley High," this is both trite
NR and trivial, a superficial story about beautiful identical twins, Liz and Jessica. Liz is
7-9 honest, kind, etc., and Jessica is self-centered, dishonest, etc. By lying to both her
twin and the desirable Todd who loves Liz, Jessica gets him to take her to a dance,
making Liz confused and miserable. Expectably, Jessica is exposed and Todd re-
affirms his love for Liz. The writing style is almost as pedestrian as the plot and the
patterned characters.
Winthrop, Elizabeth. Katharine's Doll; illus. by Marylin Hafner. Dutton, 1983. 83-1408. ISBN
0-525-44061-5. 29p. $9.95.
Molly and Katharine are close friends; they share things, they help and teach each
other, they even share Katharine's beautiful new doll Charlotte. Well, almost. Molly
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R doesn't feel that Katharine shares Charlotte enough. They squabble. "Who did you
K-3 come here to play with? Me or Charlotte." "Charlotte," says honest Molly, and goes
home. Alone, Katharine finds that a doll is no substitute for a playmate, and the two
girls soon make up. The soft pencil drawings have an ingenuous simplicity that
echoes the same quality in the story, told with an easy flow; while this isn't a new
idea in children's books, it's impeccably executed.
D.V. Friendship values; Sharing
Wisler, G. Clifton. Thunder on the Tennessee. Lodestar, 1983. 82-21057. ISBN 0-525-67144-7.
153 p. $10.95.
In a Civil War story that begins in Texas in 1862, Willie enlists in the regiment in
M which his father is an officer. Both are ashamed of Willie's older brother (Willie is
7-9 sixteen) who wants to wait until his third child is born before he leaves his wife, and
says he'll form a regiment of his own later. Their shame is an indication of the
character of Willie and the recurrent theme of the book: a real man is anxious and
ready to fight and will not swerve from his duty. Thus it is that when his father dies of
battle wounds at Shiloh, Willie feels he must stay on, that he cannot leave to bring his
father's body home. Most of the book is concerned with the details of war: battles,
encounters with prisoners, conversations with soldiers from other parts of the south.
Willie is less a character than a model for a brave soldier, and there's more incident
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Turn parents into reading partners
Ask the PTA to sponsor a school-wide subscription to Why Children's Books?, The Horn Book,
Inc.'s, newsletter for parents. This lively informative quarterly features short articles and book
reviews designed to get parents involved in their children's reading. Send home the message
that books and reading are not only important - but fun.
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Is devoted to original contributions in child development from the fetal period
through adolescence. It is a vital source of information for everyone concerned
with the psychological, social, and biological growth and development of
children. Published bimonthly. Editor: E. Mavis Hetherington. Editor-Elect:
Willard W. Hartup.
CD Abstracts & Bibliography
The most complete, definitive, and manageable guide to current research
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Editor: Hoben Thomas.
Monographs of the SRCD
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USA: Comb. $15; CD $6; Ab. $3.50; Mon. $5.50. Visa or MasterCard accepted.
Send payment or complete charge card information to The University of Chicago
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